
 Fish & Wildlife Board Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, April 25, 2012 

 

 

The Fish & Wildlife Board held a meeting on Wednesday, April 25, 2012 at St. Leo’s Hall located on 

109 South Main Street Waterbury VT 05671. 

 

Attendees: 

 

Board Members:  Brian Ames, Chair; Ed Gallo, Vice Chair; Justin Lindholm, Jeffrey Salvador, Grant 

Spates, Ronald Wilcox, Pete Allard, Craig Greene, Gary Gibbs and Kevin Lawrence  Absent: Craig 

Nolan, Steve Adams, Craig Lantagne and Robert Shannon.  

 

Fish & Wildlife Department Employees:  Commissioner Patrick Berry, Deputy Commissioner Kim 

Royar, David Englander (Legal Counsel), Major Dennis Reinhardt (Enforcement Division), Mark 

Scott, (Director of Wildlife), Adam Murkowski (Wildlife Biologist), John Buck (Wildlife Biologist) 

John Gobeile (Wildlife Biologist) Susan Warner (Outreach Director) Charlee Drury and Mary Diego 

(Executive Staff Assistants) Cedric Alexander (Wildlife Biologist) 

 

Members of the public: Lawrence Pyne, Clint Gray, Ky Koitzsch, Lisa Koitzsch, and Dave Joseph 

 

Chairman Ames called the meeting to order at 5:01 p.m. 

 

Approval of March 21, 2012 Meeting Minutes 

 

Gallo motions to accept the minutes from the March 21, 2012 board meeting, Grant seconds.   

Board approves minutes unanimously. 

 

Ames introduces Craig Greene the newest board member.  

 

First Vote - Snowshoe Hare 

 

Mark Scott introduces John Gobeille who made a presentation on the proposal to extend the 

snowshoe hare hunting season. The presentation provided biological information about snowshoe 

hare, their habitat (best habitat structure and where in the state is the best available habitat) Gobeille 

gave the board a handout map of proposed WMUs for extended hare hunting. Lindholm asked about 

the eastern cottontail population. (The New England cottontail only has a population of 

approximately 500) Lindholm asked if extending the season would affect the eastern cottontail 

population. Ames thanked Gobeille for presentation. 

 

First Vote  
 

Gallo made a motion to amend 10 V.S.A. App. § 31 “Except in WMU’s D and E,” which will close 

March 31.”  Spates seconded. 

 

Proposal passes unanimously, 

 

Ames said that we would not hold a public hearing unless prompted to.  

 



First Vote – 2012 Antlerless Deer Season 

 

Scott introduced Murkowski and Buck. Murkowski introduced himself to the Board. said a couple 

words to the board about where he was from and what brought him to Vermont.  

 

Buck presents the 2012 Antlerless Harvest and Youth Season Recommendations. Spates asks what 

model we based this on. Buck said that a number of indicators should lead you to the proper analysis. 

Gallo asked/talked about the old and new models and how they were different. Buck explained that 

the Department utilizes several models with their objective of estimating the deer density in Vermont. 

He noted that the new model was accurate in doing so. He noted that deer should be managed by 

region and not by state, with the objective to calculate state densities for each region. Different 

regions have different winter severities that impact the population of the deer in those regions. Buck 

also presented on their habitat throughout the state.  Murkowski also spoke after Buck’s presentation 

confirming the information in the presentation.  

 

Ames asks to break for dinner. 6:39 pm 

 

Meeting continues at 7:05 PM  

 

Murkowski, Buck and Board continue discussion on recommendation. Ames comments we need to 

promote this recommendation as a “growth model.”  

Englander noted the following changes to the Antlerless Deer Season  

 

1.1 “This rule recognizes that “the fish and wildlife of Vermont are held in trust by the state for the 

benefit of the citizens of Vermont and shall not be reduced to private ownership” has been added. 

3.1. Changes dates to December 1 through December 9, 2012. 

3.2 Changes dates to October 6
th

 through October 28 and December 1 through December 9, 2012  

3.4 Changes number from 9,575 to 12,425 

3.5 Establishing the deadline defined by the Department of Fish and Wildlife.  

4.0 Permit changes by WMU 

 

Scott asks for Board’s flexibility on process of holding hearings.  

 

The Boarddiscussed the following points:  

 A Landowner antlerless permit is good within the WMU, not merely the landowner’s land.  

 In 2011, the legislature passed, and then mistakenly repealed an amendment to the statutory 

Posting language that would have provided that a landowner who affixed signage that would 

lead a reasonable person to believe that the land was legally Posted would be ineligible for a 

landowner antlerless permit. A 2012 effort to reinsert this language was unsuccessful. 

 Board questions if recipients of antlerless landowner permits can be listed on the 

Department’s website  

  

The rule could be effective on July 28, 2012 provided that the rulemaking process goes smoothly.  

 

Lindholm made the motion to pass the antlerless proposal. Lawrence seconds. Board passes 

unanimously  

 

Petitions received by the board:  

 



 Petition to not change the antler restriction in three years and then after only if the scientific 

information suggests otherwise 

 

 Petition from Boaters, Anglers, Hunters and Trappers: Petition for user fee for all access 

areas. That all persons using access areas would have to pay a fee to park or use the access 

areas  (not within the board’s purview).  Ames will respond to the petition. 

 

 Petition for an exclusive season for  permanent flintlock muzzleloader and open sights .  

 

 

 

Roundtable 

 

 

Wilcox- Docks are opening on the lake  

 

 

Salvador- Doesn’t matter what we put out for permits, if the deer aren’t there then they aren’t going 

to get shot. The public will look at it as slaughtering the deer heard. It is a lot easier to bring them 

back then take them away.  

 

Greene- Wants to be caught up on the Wanton Waste provision of the Bear Management Rule. There 

is opposition to the bear rule Wanton Waste specific to bears.  

 

Lindholm- Provided satirical rule concerning governors and bears 

 

Gibbs- When transporting a crossbow, can it be cocked? The Department responded that the cocking 

prohibition is statutory. 

 

Lawrence- Said thank you to Scott for his familiarity with the public at the deer hearing held in 

Montpelier. 

 

Commissioner’s Updates: Two new access area’s which are the Maidstone access area and the 

South Hero at Apple Island, We will rebuild the whole thing the ramp at South Hero and will 

establish signage.  

 

Legislative update: Little to report, budget is going along well. Fee bill draft would support the first 

vote of the bear rule that includes charging a fee for the proposed Early Season. Hopefully the 

Wildlife Violator Compact bill will be passed.  

 

Ames makes motion to adjourn for moose hearing at 7:30 PM  

 

Ames calls meeting to reconvene at 7:52 PM 

 

Ames discusses that the second vote on the moose proposal will be over the phone.  

Ed notes that the first big drop in applicants was last year.   

The board asks Alexander questions.  

 

Moose Permit Rule: May 2 is the next phone vote.  



 

Scott remindes Board of up-coming deer and bear hearings in May along with May 30
th

 as next board 

meeting, which will focus on second vote on furbearer rule and bear management rule.  

 

Scott proposes to hold June Board meeting on June 14
th

.    Board agrees and Ames would like to put 

this on the calendar ASAP.  

 

Department deer hearings on May 14 and 15 and Bear on May 22 and 23. 

 

Commissioner wishes all good luck turkey hunting.  

 

Grant Spates motions to adjourn, Allard seconds, the motion and meeting adjourns at 8:15 pm 

 

 


